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SUBJ: ONGOING EVENTS IN WEST IRIAN DISSIDENT MOVEMENT 

REE: PORT MORESBY 0588 

SUMMARY: PRESS REPORTS 26 0PM SYMPATHIZERS HAVE BEEN 
CAPTURED BY 0PM FACTIONLEADER AND ARE BEING HELD IN PNG 
VILLAGE. END SUMMARY. 

1. FOLLOWING STORY FILED FROMPORT MORESBY APPEARED IN 
MAY 16 SYDNEY MORNING HERALD. 

QTE PORT MORESBY, SUNDAY: IRIANESE REEUGEES LIVING HERE 
DEMANDED TODAY THAT THE PNG GOVERNMENT RESCUE 26 MEN AND 
CHELDREN HELD HOSTAGE BY IRIANESE REBELS AT A VILLAGE INSIDE 
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PNG. THE UN COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES IN PORT MORESBY WILL 
BE ASKED TOMORROW TO USE HIS INFLUENCE IN DRAWING WORLD 
ATTENTION TO THE PLIGHT OF THE 26, MANY OF WHOM FACE EXECUTION 
EITHER BY THEIR CAPTOR, JACOB PRAI, OR THE INDONESIAN 
GOVERNMENT IF RETURNED ACROSS THE BORDER. 

THE 26 WERE MEMBERS OF A GROUP OF 35 REBELS WHICH BRIGADIER 
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GENERAL SETH RUMKOREM, THE RECENTLY DEPOSED PRESIDENT OE THE 
RPO VISIONAL REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT OF WEST PAPUA, WAS 
ATTEMPTING TO LEAD TO EREEDOM IN PNG WHEN THEY WERE AMBUSHED 
BY GUERRILLAS BELONGING TO THE NEW REBEL LEADER, MR PRAI. 

THE GROUP, WHICH WAS RELIEVED UNARMED OR ONLY LIGHTLY ARMED, 
WAS WELL INSIDE PNG WHEN AMBUSHED. BRIGADIER GENERAL RUMKOREM'S 
DECISION TO BRING THEM ACROSS TO PNG EOLLOWED AN APPROACH 
TO THE PNG GOVERNMENT TO SECURE PERMISSIVE RESIDENCY 
EOR THE WHOLE PARTY. 

THE RESCUE APPEAL WAS DISCLOSED HERE BY RELATIVES OE BRIGADIER 
GENERAL RUMKOREM AND THE RELATIVES OE THE HOSTAGES BEING HELD 
BY THE PRGWP. THE RELATIVES ARE ALL IRIANESE REEUGEES LIVING 
IN PORT MORESBY, MANY WITH RESPONSIBLE JOBS AND MANY HOLDING 
PNG CITIZENSHIP. APPEALING EOR GOVERNMENT HELP ON 
#HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS," THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE RELATIVES 
RELEASED THE NAMES OF THE 26 PEOPLE-MANY OF THEM SAID TO 
BE III -RELIEVED TO BE HELD BY MR PRAI AT SEKOTIA IN 
WEST SEPIK PROVINCE, FOR MANY YEARS A "NO GO" AREA FOR THE 
PNG DEFENCE FORCE. THE LIST WAS COMPILED MAY 7 BY GENERAL 
RUMKOREM WHO APPARENTLY ESCAPED IN THE FIGHT FOLLOWING THE 
AMBUSH IN PNG TERRITORY OF THE FLEEING GROUP. THE GROUP WAS 
BELIEVE TO BE TRAVELLING SLOWLY BECAUSE OF THE ILL AND THE 
CHILDREN IN THE PARTY. THE LIST IS ON OFFICIAL PRGWP 
LETTERHEAD PAPER AND IS SIGNED BY GENERAL RUMKOREM. A 
SPOKESMAN FOR THE RELATIVES-MOST OF THEM RELATIVES OF 
THE GENERAL-SAID IT HAD BEEN DELIVERED TO THEM ON FRIDAY. 

THE GUARANTEED THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE LETTER AND ITS 
SIGNATURE. 
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THE SPOKESMAN SAID THAT SINCE THE COMMUNICATION OF THE LIST 
NOTHING HAD BEEN HEARD FROM THE GENERAL AND THE RELATIVES 
RELIEVED HE COULD HAVE BEEN CAPTURED OR KILLED AS HAD THE 
REMAINDER OF THE PARTY. THE SPOKESMAN SAID THE RELATIVES 
WERE PUZZLED BY PNG INTELLIGENCE REPORTS THAT PRAI WAS HOLDING 
ONLY 9 PEOPLE IN HIS STOCKADE, INCLUDING DR MAURY, AND THEY 
RELIEVED THE OTHERS COULD BE DEAD OR COULD HAVE BEEN TAKEN 
BACK TO THE INDONESIAN SIDE OF THE BORDER. THE SPOKESMAN 
SAID THAT MOST OF THE ADULTS HAD BEEN REPORTEDLY CHARGED WITH 
TREASON IN ABSENTIA BY PRAI OR WERE BEING SOUGHT BY THE 
INDONESIAN GOVERNMENT FOR TAKING PART IN GUERRILLA ACTIVITIES. 
UNQTE. 

2. SEPTEL FOLLOWS. 

OLMSTED 
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